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(E 2) st=9| X|B™E X|E 1HY 12(1995~2020) (etel: 580

1995 2005 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
K01 FxHH 225 595 | 1209 | 1284 | 1449 | 1496 | 1704 | 177.2
- usg 13.7 43.8 74.8 81.7 97.1 994 | 16| 16
- 4= 4.9 - - - - - - -
- IUHEZ 3.9 11.3 46.1 46.7 47.8 50.2 58.8 65.6
- 35 - 44 - - - - - -
K47 IEHH 37.8 955 | 191.9 | 203.9| 2253 | 2339 | 2583 | 2682
(EZA THH] %) 52.4 58.8 66.4 64.1 65.2 63.2 67.5 70.0
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Abstract and Key Words

Issues and Challenges on the Central-Local Government Relations in Korea

Cho, Inyoung
Yonsei University
Lee, ByungRyang
Kyonggi University

This study attempts to clarify the structure of decentralization, emerged as an important
task in establishing relations between the central and local government, after the
implementation of local autonomy in Korea. It also raises the question that
decentralization is a misdirected goal in solving problems the Korean local autonomy
faces. Despite the introduction of local autonomy, local governments in Korea still rely on
the central government in various areas including finance, and their dependency is rather
intensifying. In this situation, the gap between local governments is also widening. This
study points out that diverse interests of local governments make decentralization more
difficult and focuses on the capacity of local governments as a factor that influences the
task of decentralization. The politicization and the stagnation of competency of local
bureaucracy have a negative impact on improving the efficiency of administrative
services and grassroots democracy. This may be interpreted as a reflection of the reality
that the current local autonomy does not significantly contribute to the quality of
grassroots democracy and the level of administrative services for citizens, while only
giving sufficient authority to local governments and their heads. It seems that residents of
local governments are not ready to accept the "difference’ that local autonomy can give
and that the central government should still intervene as a major actor to solve important
problems. In other words, the reality of the central-local government relations reveals the
need to reconsider at a fundamental level the task of strengthening decentralization,
which is generally agreed upon and considered normatively correct.

[ Key Words: local autonomy, central-local government relations, decentralization,
competency of local government, local bureaucracy |



